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Arthur Danto
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Arthur, you realize that the 
f u t u re o f p h i l o s o p h y i s 
architecture, don‘t you?“ 

Madeline Gins to Arthur Danto
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Brian Massumi

Marcel Duchamp

Hans-Georg Gadamer

Werner Heisenberg

Italo Calvino

Jondi Keane

Jean-Jacques LeCercle

Jean-Michel Rabaté

Hideo Kawamoto

Ruben Baron

Don Ihde

Klaus Benisch
Arthur Danto

Giorgio Di Chirico

Charles Huxthausen

Don Byrd Erin Manning
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…



I was hooked—here are artists who do phenomenology.
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Don Ihde, “The Ultimate Phenomenological Reduction” in 
Interfaces 21/22 vol. II, 2003



Gadamer on Arakawa (and Gins): 

« An artist who sees spaces, walls and rooms as paintings and who sees 
paintings as walls and floors transforms the usual constancies of 
orientation into a strange-enticing game - a game of continually thinking 
out. One viewing this from afar, caught within the narrow confines of 
reproductions, can only begin to divine all that will get going there, what 
has been erected and spread out there. It is a uniquely astonishing event 
and it prods me to remember the verses of Paul Celan: ‘There are still 
songs to sing beyond the human being.’ »
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Hans-Georg Gadamer - as cited in 
Madeline Gins, Helen Keller or Arakawa, 
Burning Books Press, 1994



Considering the conceptual similarities between autopoietic systems 
theory and the works of Arakawa and Gins, we can see how these works 
create sites in which we are called on to grapple simultaneously with the 
formation of the body and that of perception. Indeed, in the constructions 
of Arakawa and Gins, we often encounter exactly that place in which we 
are able to attend to the formation of perception and to the ways in which 
the body, through moving, forms itself. 

…the project of Arakawa and Gins operates at the hightest level of the 
poietic sciences. 

Hideo Kawamoto, «  The Mystery of Nagi’s 
Ryoanji: Arakawa and Gins and Autopoiesis » in 
Interfaces 21-22 vol 1, p. 96
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« Critical Resemblances House », Site of Reversible Destinty - Yoro Park, 1995 
Gifu-Prefecture, Japan
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IMPACT
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We Have Decided Not To Die 
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3 Stages of the Claim - Procedural Architecture

1 - Architecture can and must pose (to better answer) 

philosophical questions 
Wha 

2 - Architecture activates/extends/creates the body of 

its perceiver/participant/user 

3 - Architecture can reverse destiny - or mortality 
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3 Hypotheses of Procedural Architecture

1 - Architectural Body Hypothesis or Sited Awareness Hypothesis 
What stems from the body, by way of awareness, should be held to be of it. Any site at which a person 

deems an X to exist should be considered a contributing segment of her awareness. 

2 - Insufficiently Procedural Bioscleave Hypothesis 
It is because we are creatures of an insufficiently procedural bioscleave that the human lot remains 

untenable. 

3 - Closely Argued Built-Discourse Hypothesis 
Adding carefully sequenced sets of architectural procedures (closely argued ones) to bioscleave will, by 

making it more procedurally sufficient, reconfigure supposed inevitability.
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IMPACT KANT

DESCARTES

ARISTOTLE

Leibniz

Bruno

Al-Farabi

Al-Kindi

Dogen

Abhidhamma

Plato
Socrates

Xenophanes

Pascal

De Cusa

Yoga

Gymnosophists
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Arakawa and Gins on the history of philosophy
https://soundcloud.com/bnow-1/if-we-could-put-all-of-these?
utm_source=proceduresjournal.com&utm_campaign=wtshare&utm_medium=widget&utm_content=ht
tps%253A%252F%252Fsoundcloud.com%252Fbnow-1%252Fif-we-could-put-all-of-these

Madeline: We need tentativeness. More tentativeness. People are too damn sure of themselves. (…)          

Arakawa: One reason historically speaking, tentativeness’s history is so mess, so sociologically, 
philosophically, people made, they didn’t …, and made any tentativeness, any a, a, I should say, 
anything you could make abstractions, they cut off every important part. That’s why science and 
philosophy and art have become so rigid in the 20th C. I’m sure, at the beginning of the 17th 
Century, people were fighting about that for half a century, which way to go. / … /  

Madeline: But at that time their tentativeness is marred in a different way. …/  

Arakawa: They always kept…, they’re looking for eternal conditions, or this what they call « something 
forever », anything in this world, this is 20th Century, 19th Century completely they forgot, that that’s 
the invention of the so stupid so-called mind or consciousness - and they completely ignored this so-
called, this living organism, you know what I mean? - that’s the most important name. Everything 
unknowable, impossible to know, spiritual and all the ideas and things. That’s what’s this between. 
Look at them. We are now…. Madeline and I, we are trying to, just every inch of this tiny, this fact, we 
are pointing out. That’s why we need some million questions, like over 2000 years.  

Interview with Alan Prohm, NYC 2006 - timecode  0:00 - (0:38-1:23) - 2:31)
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Leibniz Système nouveau

…mon système, qui conserve la force et la direction, et en un mot toutes les 
lois naturelles des corps, nonobstant les changements qui s’y font en 
consequence de ceux de l’âme 

… my system, which preserves force and direction and, in a word, all 
natural laws of bodies, regardless of changes there in consequence of 
changes in the soul

Leibniz, Système nouveau de la nature et 
de la communication des substances, 
Flammarion 1994 (1695), p. 81
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Who reports the changes in the body to the mind?

Leibniz, Systèm nouveau de la nature et de 
la communication des substances

Leibniz Système nouveau
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Leibniz Système nouveau

«..règne de la puissance, suivant lequel tout se peut expliquer 
mécaniquement par les causes efficientes, lorsque nous en pénétrons assez 
l’intérieur; et aussi le Règne de la sagesse, suivant lequel tout se peut 
expliquer architectoniquement, pour ainsi dire, par les causes finales, 
lorsque nous en connaissons assez les usages. »   

« Tentamen Anagogicum (Essay on the 
Supreme Cause)» (1697), in Système 
nouveau de la nature et de la 
communication des substances, p. 96 
(p.103/104)
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Leibniz Analysis Situ
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Leibniz Analysis Situ



Roundtable: Art & Philosophy in the 22nd Century: After Arakawa and Gins  
“Arakawa + Gins and the Future of Philosophy” - Dr. Alan Prohm, Berlin 

Leibniz Analysis Situ

Calculus Situs, dont l’objet ne serait plus l’analyse des magnitudes et des 
relations quantitatives, mais celles des positions et des relations 
qualitatives en Géométrie.  

« Il nous faut encore une autre Analyse proprement géométrique ou 
linéaire, qui nous exprime directement situm comme l’algèbre 
exprime magnitudinem. Et je croie d’en avoir le moyen, et qu’on 
pourrait representer des figures et meme des machines et mouvements 
en caractères, comme l’algèbre représente les nombres en grandeurs; et 
je Vous envoye un essay, qui me paroit considerable ».  

Leibniz Letter to Huygens September 1697 with Fragment X of the 
Caracteristica geometrica 

… 
« Toutes ces congruences permettent de définir différentes espèces 
d’extensa, à savoir de Lieux de Points, … »

 Fragment X Fragment latin de la lettre à Huygens 
1679, Ed. Javier Echeverría p. 241 CG
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A+G Analysis Situ

« Perceptual Array » Chart detail  1981-1984; Constructing the Perceiver — 
Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 
259
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MATERIAL

A+G Content LEIBNIZ BRUNO DOGEN

Architectural Body manifesto of radical 
embodiment

“De la nature du corps” 
and Letter to Bayle De vincula, de magia “Body-and-Mind Study of 

the Way”

Helen Keller or Arakawa

post-quantum, non-dual 
cosmology and theory of 

being as motivated 
mattering, bodies 

(organisms) personing 
and staying alive

Système nouveau de la 
nature et de la 

communication des 
substances

La Disputa di Cambrai 
Cameroecensis Acrotismus

“Mountains and Waters 
Sutra”

Making Dying Illegal; Not if 
but When

A system and practice for 
diagramming - formalism 

for landing site theory
Analysis Situ Contra matematicos Abhidhamma
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BIOTOPOLOGY - a NEW SYSTEM OF 
N A T U R E A N D O F T H E 
COMMUNICATION OF SUBSTANCES
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Some definition

Here is what architecture means to us: tentative 

constructing towards a holding in place

Madeline Gins and Arakawa, 
Architectural Body (2002) p. 23
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Some definition

Biotopology’s task will be to study and account 

for the dispersal of all of bioscleave that leads to 

and results from movements and actions of an 

organism that persons and her architectural 

body.

Madeline Gins and Arakawa, 
Making Dying Illegal (2006) p. 23



« A swarm of living points comes pretty 
close to describing how I feel myself to 
be in the world. »

Helen Keller to Niels Bohr, Madeline Gins, 
imagined dialogue in Helen Keller or 
Arakawa 1994, p.236
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Some definition

Think of elementary biotopology as being as much a meadow of 

knowing as a field of study and a meadow as broad as the day and a 

knowing that has plenty of room within it for non-knowing. Greatly 

extending/expanding/exceeding the narrow focus of a field, this 

meadow of knowing and non-knowing that is inseparable from its 

practitioners and concrete enough or palpable enough to be as-if 

roamed will widen and deepen both quantum physics and its six-

decades old daughter, molecular biology.

Madeline Gins and Arakawa, 
Making Dying Illegal (2006) p. 23



We believe that the resolving of these matters 
requires the construction of complex 
measuring and tracking devices, constructions 
by which to gain perspective on human 
functioning and separate out its component 
factors.

M a d e l i n e G i n s a n d A r a k a w a 
Architectural Body 2002, p. 13
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Il faut travailler à perfectionner la 
Caractéristique que les anciens ont 
ébauchée.

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz 
CG 317
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There is no point that is not living.

Madeline Gins
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…the mind as a solid… 

Mind’s solid one can see, Dew, Frost. 

The “solid of mind” lies in the 
coordination of body or in the body’s 
coordinating of events. 

Madeline Gins quoting Dogen, 
Helen Keller or Arakawa 1994 p.236
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« A Routine Enclosing » Chart 1983-85 C.G. print 48x48cm; 
Constructing the Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental Works, 
National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 268



Roundtable: Art & Philosophy in the 22nd Century: After Arakawa and Gins  
“Arakawa + Gins and the Future of Philosophy” - Dr. Alan Prohm, Berlin 

« A Routine Enclosing » Chart detail 1983-85 C.G. print 48x48cm; Constructing the Perceiver 
— Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 268
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« Perceptual Array » Chart  1981-1984; Constructing the Perceiver — Arakawa: 
Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 259
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« Perceptual Array » Chart detail  1981-1984; Constructing the Perceiver — 
Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 
259
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« Open Containing » Chart (II) 1983-85 C.G. print 60x48cm; Constructing the 
Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art 
Tokyo, 1992, p. 259
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« Open Containing » Chart (II) detail 1983-85 C.G. print 60x48cm; Constructing 
the Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art 
Tokyo, 1992, p. 259
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« Perceptual Landing Site (I) Chart (I)  1981-1985; Constructing the Perceiver — 
Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 252
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« Ubiquitous Site X Chart 4 - at Takamatsu, Kagawa-ken » 1987 C.G. print 
45.5x30.5cm; Constructing the Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental Works, 
National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 269
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« Ubiquitous Site X Chart 4 - at Takamatsu, Kagawa-ken » 1987 C.G. print 
45.5x30.5cm; Constructing the Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental Works, 
National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 269
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…

« Perceptual Landing Sites (II) » detail 1981-84 mixed media, center part 
244x183x5cm; Constructing the Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental 
Works, National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, p. 269
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Lewin Psychological Topology

Kurt Lewin - On the Conceptual Representation and the 
Measurement of Psychological Forces, 2014 (1938)
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Critical Resemblances Chart 2 1981-85 C.G. print 40x43cm; Constructing the 
Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of Modern Art 
Tokyo, 1992, p. 263
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Critical Resemblances 1979-90 mixed media wooden structure: d.670xh.405cm, rubber structure: 
d.670xh.405cm; Constructing the Perceiver — Arakawa: Experimental Works, National Museum of 
Modern Art Tokyo, 1992, pp. 261-266
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from the essay « Landing Sites in Relation to Phantom 
Limb Formation », in Arakawa and Madeline Gins, We Have 
Decided Not to Die, Guggenheim 1994, pp. 156-163
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from the essay « Landing Sites in Relation to Phantom 
Limb Formation », in Arakawa and Madeline Gins, We Have 
Decided Not to Die, Guggenheim 1994, pp. 156-163
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from the essay « Landing Sites in Relation to Phantom 
Limb Formation », in Arakawa and Madeline Gins, We Have 
Decided Not to Die, Guggenheim 1994, pp. 156-163
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CONCLUSION
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FUTURE           Biotopology
 

          Autopoetic systems theory

           
           Neuro-epistemology

Phenomenology
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Madeline Gins / Arakawa + Gins, Chart in Brochure for Reversible 
Destiny Healing Fun House-Greece, 2011, p.29
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Madeline Gins / Arakawa + Gins, brochure image for Reversible 
Destiny Healing Fun House-Palm Springs, 2014
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Arakawa + Gins, « Museum of Living Bodies» Poster, 2003; cf. « LIVING BODY Museum » in Cities 
without Citizens (Eds. Eduardo Cadava and Aaron Levy) Philadelphia: Slought Books, 2003, p.243-57
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THANK YOU 

Alan Prohm 
alan.prohm@hu-berlin.de


